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The American nv
Within the present week the Con

Btructlon Hoard is expected to present
to the Secretary of the Navj- - the naval
construction programme for the jear
As our Information stands today It will
piobably recommend four first class
battleships of fifteen thousand tons dis ¬

placement carrjlng the maxima of ar-
mor

¬

and armament four armored
cruisers of fourteen thousand tons dis-
placement

¬

twelve small gunboats for
use in the Philippines and a number of
auxiliary vessels training- ships col-
liers

¬

and so on
It ho been hinted that one or more

members of the board hae doubts as
to the ability of American ship yards to
undertake the construction tentatively
planned in addition to the work al-
ready

¬

contracted for If there be any
foundation for such a view it is mat-
ter

¬

for regret In that case ways must
be found to increase our naal produc-
tive

¬

capacity either by the encourage-
ment

¬

of more private plants or the es ¬

tablishment of Goernment yards In
any event the question of American
naval expansion must not be paltered
with

It w iuld be the height of folly for
Congress and the country not to under-
stand

¬

at once as we hope they do that
the march of political and economic
events soon or late must bring us face
to face with the necessity of fighting
for the Monroe Doctrine as an alterna-
tive

¬

to its abandonment and the over-
running

¬

of Central and South America
by European Powers Already popula-
tion

¬

in Continental Europe 13 fast out-
growing

¬

the ability of the home terri-
tories

¬

to feed it Hitherto the emigrati-
ng- surplus has gone to strengthen the
producing and fighting power of the
United States and the British posses-
sions

¬

The tendency of such a move-
ment

¬

of the masses to weaken the coun-
tries

¬

of their birth and to augment our
and Englands competition with them
in the struggle of world life is causing
alarm and is exciting Governments to
the adoption of measures preparatory
to an ultimate struggle for the privilege
of expansion in the only direction at
present worth the price of war and
that It Is needless to say is Central
and South America

Because we accept this eventuality as
practically certain there Is therefore
no reason why we should harbor un-
friendly

¬

feelings toward any of the Eu-
ropean

¬

States or peoples Perhaps they
feel the saree stem force of a necessity
to lrure their prosperity and to And
means of sustenance for their peasants
and artisans that we feel for our pro-
ducers

¬

and manufacturers when we de-
liberately

¬

Invade and capture their
home markets with our machinery
rails coals implements tools shoes bl
cycl 3 ctnd various other products
There are no means at the command of
our Continental competitors for turning
around and invading our home market
There is an attractive con jnent to the
south of us no part of which could suc-
cessfully

¬

resist European conquest and
colonization and some day that will be
attempted and then the issue will be
ebandonment of the Monroe Doctrine or

fight to a finish
Tae time must come when the forces

now ceaselessly at work will lead up to
and make feasible a coalition not so
much against us per se as against our
American policy When that time
comes we shall not have England to
fight but Continental Europe England
has possessions enough the others are
lacking in them England might not
interfere to prevent her Old World
neighbors from descending upon Brazil
or Paraguay Chile Peru Venezuela or
Colombia but It would not be to her
interest to promote such enterprises
Why we need the greatest navy on
eaith Is because evade the truth as we
may ue are taking the bread out of the
mouths of the central and western Eu-
ropean

¬

millions on the one hand and
telling their Governments that they
shall not acquire or colonize territory
in the Western Hemisphere on the
other This and the other fact that we
1 ave the greatest extent of coast line
and the most exposed of any nation In
the world warn us to be up and doing-
and not to allow Governments which
very concelvablj in the future may be
enemies to beat us in the race of build-
ing

¬

battleships cruisers and gunboats
When the hour of trouble comes it

will bring sej and not land fighting
with it that is if we are wise in ad ¬

vance There are two reasons for this
In the first place the casus belli If near
1 rrtaln to be the Invasion of a coun-
try

¬

or ountries to the south of us with
u vi w to conquest That will bring the
Monro Doctrine to Issue and an Amer- -
han fleet to the scene In the mean ¬

time our si ore line from Puget Sound to
and tnrough the Nicaragua Canal and
thence to Nova Scotia will have to be
protected against an international navy
or enormous strength With a navy of
superior lighting power oflicered with
men like Dewey and Schley the coun-
try

¬

would be spared the horrors of a
War on land the bombardment of great
scacoast cities and the march of
slaughtering European armies into the
Interior incidentally we are compelled
to admit that with modern and con ¬

stantly Improving means of transport
It would not bo particularly difficult to
land In this country an army which
would be able to work havoc for weeks
or months before It could be successful-
ly

¬

opposed with the organized military
forces wc have or are likely to have at
command for tho next tweaty years
uois 2reat American navy could pre-
ient

¬

the landing of such a force and
indeed preclude the Idea of despatching
It at ill

Shut we balk at the cost of the navy
every p jbllc man In the country known
- vital to cur future Tle nation that

cheerfully spends a hundred and forty
million dollars a year In pensions on
account of a war which ended more
than a generation ago and which has
kept on increasing appropriations while
the survivors ft that struggle have
been fast diminishing should not hesl
tatp to spend monej- - surely and Immi-
nently

¬

demanded for a measure of na-

tional
¬

defence And It will not

Tin- - Mm ember Jilectlotis
Elections w 111 be held next Tuesday in

Mar land Nebraska Iowa Massachu-
setts

¬

Mississippi New Jcrej- - Ken ¬

tucky Ohio Pennsylvania Rhode Is-

land
¬

und Virginia but only In the two
States first named Is there an doubt of
the result The Democrats will cairy
Mississippi Kentucky and Virginia as
usual and tho other States will go Re-

publican
¬

by sufficient majorities The
ticket supported by the Democrats and
decent Republicans in Pennsylvania
ought to be successful at the polls but
It will rot be Decencj aas no influence
in the Kej stone State

NVxt in interest to the fight in New
York City between the Tammany co-

horts
¬

and the Citizens Union is that
being waged in Marjland for the con-

trol
¬

of the Legislature which will
choose a successor to Senator Welling-
ton

¬

As the matter stands both parties
have an equal chance of success

Legislatures will be elected in Ohio
Iowa Massachusetts New Jersey New
York Virginia Kentucky and Nebras-
ka

¬

but except in the case of Nebraska
there is no doubt of the outcome Sen-

ator
¬

Forakerwill triumph In Ohio and
the Democrats in Kentucky will ar
range to provide a successor to Mr
Deboe

Mr Bryan lost Nebraska last fall by
S000 majority but it may be that he
will regain the State this year The
Democratic task In Marj land is to over-
come

¬

the Republican majority of 11009
which was rolled up for McKlnley In
1D00

Enrrlmul nnd nussfa
Inasmuch as nothing is quite impos-

sible
¬

we shall not indulge ourselves in
surprise at the spectacle of a leading
English periodical offering to Its read-
ers

¬

an elaborate paper advocating an
Anglo Russian alliance The article In
question is understood to be the com-
posite

¬

work of several well known
writers all on confidential terms with
members of the Ministry- - If this be
true it Is all the more slirnificant

The text clearly Indicates that the
purpose of its publication is to throw a
spray of very cold water Into Berlin
and at the same time to remind St
Petersburg- - that after all the British
Lion is not as black 33 he has been
painted largely with a German pot and
brush The growing hostility of the
Kaisers Government to that of Great
Britain Is reviewed the statement is
made that Germany is already stronger
on the sea than either Russia or France
and the rather remarkable suggestion Is
offered that after all is said and done
Russia would rather see England mis-
tress

¬

of the briny deep than Germany
The authors declare that there is no

Insuperable difficulty to prevent Eng
land and Russia from arriving at a mu-

tual
¬

understanding that the present
Czars father was anxious for one and
why should not the son be On Rus-
sias

¬

own terms we have not a doubt
that Nicholas would be only too glad to
divide things with his uncle but the
terms might be rather high However
John Bull has become used of late to
paying dearly for his whistle and that
might not stand In the way The alli-
ance

¬

artirle proposes a modus vlvendl
which Is richly worth consideration It
is not pitched In the Jingo key that we
have been wont to hear from British
voices when singing songs of defiance
to the wild and untamed Muscovite
There is nothing In It like While were
Britons true the Russians shant have
Constantinople

On the contrary Russia may have a
good deal and welcome In the view of
the English writers and let bygones
be bygones For example they say that
If Russia will abstain from any attempt
to dislocate the status quo in Egypt
why should not she have her destined
way and sway In the Balkans If Rus-
sia

¬

would be good and not bother Brit-
ish

¬

Interests along the shores of the
Persian Gulf why not co operate with
her to develop railway communication
between the Caspian Sea and that gulf
and why not give her a port Again
If Russia would consent to give Japan a
free hand In Korea she might be per-
mitted

¬

to fix her Manchurian and Mon-
golian

¬

position by direct negotiations
with China

It sounds like a pretty scheme of con
cession and has the aroma of retire
ment from the dictatorial attitude
which the Lion has maintained toward
the Bear ever since the latter began to
get his growth If the London Journal
be Inspired as gossip has It we shall
nearmore about It The astute diplo-
matists

¬

of St Petersburg are always
open to business

Antloiinl Hank Ircnlation
At the Bankers Convention lately

held In Milwaukee the most Important
proposition brought forward was that
of allowing the national banks to issue
circulating notes upon theit general as¬

sets The proposal Is not a new one
In fact It has been strongly urged for
years by those who approach the w hole
hubject of national finance from the
bankers standpoint But at this con-

vention
¬

the matter was given such
prominence that It has led to a great
deal of Journalistic comment the most
of which appears to be decidedly ad-
verse

¬

to the scheme The Chicago
Tribune very pointedly suggests that
the banks are doing well enough al-

ready
¬

and should be satisfied Our
Chicago contemporary Intimates broad
ly that the change would be In effect
the substitution of a doubtful currency
for one which is absolutely safe and
sure Referring to the rapid increase
of gold certificates the amount of
which exceeds two hundred and seventy-se-

ven million dollars the Tribune
says

There la no question that paper money be ¬

hind eiery dullar of which there la a gold
dolkr M the eomenitntet and safest currency
it will circulate In any part of the world as
fleely a does a Uanlc of Kntrland note The
worlds stock of gold a increasing so rapidly
that the day will come when that ideal cur¬
rency can be enjojed by all the treat commercial
nations Hut the American bankers are not
hoping for the coming of that day They are
after the privilege of iulng notes agalnt the
aeta cf ttteir depositors because there is more
money tor them in such a currency tliafl there
is in one bied on cold

There Is a great deal of truth In this
excerpt As against the present cur-
rency

¬

of the country there Is nothing
that can fairly be urged In favor of
bank notes Such notes are not and
cannot be full legal tender The Fed-
eral

¬

Constltutlpn will not permit it Up
to a cerUin point this makes but little
difference so long as the Government
will accept them for public dues But

THE TIMES WASHINGTON WEDNESDAY OCTOBER SO IfO

If the notes could be issued by the
banks upon their general assets the
amount would be limited only by those
assets which aggregate many thou-

sands
¬

of millions of dollars In Issuing
the notes the banks would be controlled
entirely by considerations of profit to
themselves and no one can say how
large the issues might become

As it is the bank note circulation has
more than doubled since 1S92 the
amount now being about tlnee hundred
and lllty million dollars With the
privilege of Issuing upon their general
assets the amount might easily run
into the thousands of millions The ef-

fect
¬

of this would be to expel gold from
the country The United States can
keep no more money in circulation than
Its proportional share of the worlds
total stock of money unless it be in a
form that will not leave the country
Our greenbacks our silver and the
bank notes must remain here because
they cannot be used at their face value
anv w here else But the gold can
Therefore as soon as the Issue of bank
notes became so great as to give us
more than our distributive shate of the
worlds money the gold would begin to
flow out

The reduction of the gold stock would
necessarily affect the credit of the bank
notes for It would make their redemp-

tion

¬

upon demand more difficult and
doubtful In a crisis It would be no
answer to a demand for redemption
that the notes were secured by the
banks assets The person demanding
redemption would say that he knew
nothing and cared nothing about the
assets that he wanted money which
no man could refuse to take In the
midst of a financial panic there Is not
a business man In the United StaXco
who would not prefer legal tender Gov-

ernment
¬

paper to bank notes which
were not legal tender Unless gold Is
needed for export there Is no point in
asking for the redemption of a green-
back

¬

for within the country for busi-
ness

¬

purposes it will do evcr thing that
gold will do But a bank note will not
for any man can decline to accept It in
satisfaction of his money demands

No attempt has ever jet been made
to show how bank notes are better than
legal tender paper and for the excel-
lent

¬

teason that they are not better but
worse They are all right in fair
weather but dangerous in a financial
storm As the Tribune observes our
currency Is all right now and the
banks would better let well enough
alone

Oil nn fuel
The New York Times sajs that the

Increasing use of crude oil promises
temporarily at least to have an impor-
tant

¬

Influence upon the coal trade of
the United States Very likely this Is
so Anything that is placed In direct
competition with coal as fuel must af-

fect
¬

Its commercial value It may low
er the price or It may simply prevent an
advance but in one or the other of
these vvajs there is bound to be some
effect proportioned to the extent of the
competition What this will be and
how long it will continue are purely
matters f conjecture There seems to
be no way of ascertaining with any sort
of exactness the quantltj of oil that
can be made available The opinion
has been expressed by many who have
given some study to the subject that
oil will very largely supplant coal
There are too many elements of uncer¬

tainty Involved to Justify us In placing
much dependence upon this prediction
There is nothing yet In sight to support
it and the probabilities seem to be
rather strongly the other way

Much has been said respecting the
comparative cheapness of oil but the
New- - York newspaper referred to di-

rects
¬

attention to the fact that tests
have been made only In sections where
the oil is relatively cheap and the coal
relatively dear Where the oil gushers
most abound there Is little or no coal
and that which is mined anywhere near
Is generally of poor quality mostly lig-

nites
¬

of low heating power Under such
circumstances the cost of transporta-
tion

¬

is also a most important item to be
reckoned with However there Is no
reason to doubt that the use of oil as
fuel will continue to increase as long
as the supply lasts and as before ob-

served
¬

this will be sure to affect the
price of coal In some way Whether It
Is actually made cheaper or only pre-

vented
¬

from rising In price as it might
under an increasing demand the consu-
mers

¬

will have no reason to complain
FupI Is one of the great necessaries of
life and It is not likely ever to become
too cheap to suit the great consuming
public either for household use or for
manufacturing and commercial pur-
poses

¬

Trade conditions In Germany have
reached such a point that Ilradstrccts
speaks of the industrial crisis In that
country There can be no doubt tho
situation Is bad enough and that It Is
getting worte It does not result to any
considerable extent from American com-
petition

¬

but Is mainly a reaction from the
extraordinary activity of the last few

ears Whatever may bo the real cause
Germany Is bound to adopt measures
which she thinks will bring her relief The
opinion Is widespread there that the United
States Is the cause of at least a part of
the trouble and it is therefore not sur-
prising

¬

that her future policy as It has
been outlined is calculated to Interfere
seriously with our export trade to that
country The nevr German tariff may not
bo a wise measure but It will hurt us
just the same

Within the space of six weeks and two
dajs from the time of President McKln
leys sad death tho vile wretch who took
his life has been arraigned Indicted tried
sentenced and executed What a contrast
to the hideous legal farce that followed
the assassination of another American
President Justice has lucn done upon
the murderer Iet him be instantly for¬

gotten and his crime forever remembered
as a warning to the nation to take better
precautions in the- future for the safety
of its Chief Magistrates

Thu proceedings In tho Court of Enquiry
iesterday were the reverse of sensational
Captain Lemly continued his

of Admiral Schley and straight ¬

way made It so plain that he inte nded to
thrash over old straw to no purpose-- that
lie soon succeeded In emptying the house

The Honor of th ai
From the Iliibdclj lib Times

Admiral Dewey will do his part to re ¬

deem the honor of the navy the removal
of Crownlnshlcld will accomplish mudi
but there must be a new head to the de
partment who will bring back to the
civil administration of tho navy the tra ¬

ditions of honor and manliness that have
been tho source of its strength and that
made- possible the triumphs of Manila
nnd Santiago

An Anne rntlnii liirt
Pre hi the St Loub- Globe Democrat

An organized annexation party Is begin-
ning

¬

to take e share In the affairs of Cuba
A few years hence nearly all Cubans will
be for a union with the best Government
and with their best friends and customers

FCTREIGN TOPICS
The Russian Government is making

preparations to place the banking Insti-
tutions

¬

of tho country more nearly un-
der

¬

a central administration thin they
now are In present circumstances the
banks might be called upon to assist In
any enterprise In which the Government
misht be Interested without guarantees
of assistance should the enterprise thus
supported prove disastrous Enquiry Into
several of the bank works and factor
scandals in Russia has revealid the fact
that In not a few Instances the directors
of one Institution hayebeen responsible
for the management of the affairs of oth ¬

ers Faisiticd statements of the accounts
of banks and other undertakings of an
industrial or agricultural character have
bejn issued with a recurrence which has
attracted the attention of the Russian
Government authorities It has been
found that sever il of the recent bank
failures on a larcre scale in Russia nro
directly attributable to the failure of large
lnuubtrlal and other concerns whose man
agemunt was more or less vested In tho
hands of the very Individuals responsible
for the conduct of the banks affairs

The law in Russia ennrernintr what is
styled directorial ubiquity Is so manl- -
Auany iuusu mat me uov eminent autnori- -
tics have now llptrrrninrit to niter its nru- -
visions very considerablj It has been
announced in fit Petersburg that tho
head of the department of trade at theMinistry of Finance will shortlv leave
the Russian capital for Warsaw where
he will preside over a commission of
members of tha Warsaw Chamber of
Commerce appointed In accordance with
vi ue wine s instructions for the pur-
pose

¬

of drafting regulations for the con-
duct

¬

of banking Institutions limited lia-
bility

¬

Companies and commercial and in-
dustrial

¬

undertaking cenerallv- - on a com
pany basis Tho head of the department
of trade will subsequently preside over
the deliberations of similar commissions
In several other large towns of the Em-
pire

¬

including Odessa

The Russian Emplro contains more than
slxtj--fl- v e Independent racial groups It
is a veritable Tower of Babel Even
with the omission of Siberia and Central
Asia there remain In Russia In Europe
and the Caucasus alone forty six differ ¬

ent peoples In the northw 3t the I inns
In the west the Lithuanians and the east
on the banks of the Volga numerous
groups of Uralo AItalc populations the
Tchcrmlsa Mordva Votiakl and Tcrmi
ans In the southeast there are the
Tartars in Crimea and Greeks on the Sea
of Azof Add to this the sporadic groups
of Germans and Jews All these numer ¬

ous elements have in a great measure
commingled

The histcry of Russia Is the reverse
properly speaking of that of theUnited
States While In America thjre is an
Aryan invasion proceeding from east to
west in Russia there Is an Aryan Inva-
sion

¬

going from west to east
The centre from which the Slav emi-

grations
¬

set forth seems to have been
the region of the Dnieper and Gallcia
The upper tributaries of the Dnieper were
settled first The Slavs then rc ohed the
Baltic and founded Novgorod the Great
Later from the eleventh to the thirteenth
centuries they Invaded tho basin of the
Volga and founded successively Moscow
Nij-ii-- gorod Saratof and many other
cities This movement is still going on
The American far west has a counter-
part

¬

In the far east of Siberia Nearly
2J0000 Russian colbnists settle there every
J ear

But while the Aryans of America have
almost exterminated the autochthonous
population of the redskins the Russian
emigrants have commingled with the
ancient autochthonous populations of
Eastern Russia The Russian people are
thus in their sum a total mixture of Slavs
and Finns

It seems rather paradoxical to find a
brewers organization coming forward
with a temperance scheme but that Is
what the brewers of Birmingham Eng-
land

¬

have Just done nnd moreover the
schcrno itself is one of the most interest ¬

ing propositions ever made for the reform
of the liquor trade

For a long time It has been generally
admitted that Birmingham like London
haj a good many more public houses or
aloons tlian Is good for Its people and

not long ago tha licensing Justices of
which body Arthur Chamberlain the
brother of the Colonial Secretary Is
chalrmfn decided to wlpt out about 100

by quashing their licensee Then the
brewers came forward with their pro-
posal

¬

The new scheme Is that a committee to
be composed partly of magistrates and
nartly of the brewers should decide Just
which public houses it would be best to
close and that the committee should fix a
fair price for each of these houses which
the owners would be obliged to accept
The brewers argue that the closing of
these houses would substantially Increase
the business of those that remnlned and
on this theory it Is proposed that their
owners should put up the moniy neces-
sary to pay off those whose places were
closed

The Brtih Admiralty is taking the
most lively Interest in the working of the
personnel bill In the American Navy
with a view to the possible amalgama-
tion

¬

of the lln and engineer officers of
the British service Arnold Foriter sec-
retary

¬

to the admiralty recently request
ed special reports on the matter and Vice
Admiral Fitzgerald has written to the

London Times on the same topic
The admirals letter is a spirited de ¬

fence of tho navy against many recent
criticisms but he admits that the line
officers must wake up and become expert
mechanics as well as good seamen in or-
der

¬

to master the complicated machinery
of the fighting ships or else the engi-
neers

¬

will oust them from their present
predominant position

I am not prepared he said to advo-
cate

¬

the amalgamation of the engineers
and executives In Imitation of the Amer-
icans

¬

We are certainly not ripe for it
jet Moreover it Is Just as well to wait
and see how It turns out with them But
If an amalgamation Is to be eventually
uvolded it can only be by our executives
becoming practical mechanics Ail real
work Is now done by steam electricity
and hydraulics Touch the blooming but-
ton

¬

as Jack naj s and let her go up I
doubt net that he who is the most expert
in touching the blooming button at the
right moment will be the victor In future
naval battles Just as the best sailors
won of j ore

Thc christening of Mme Ella Russells
first born son in London a wock ago af ¬

forded an opportunity for n delicious bon
nw t In T P O Connors paper Slalniy
About People whose editor was amorg
the guests of the American prima donna
at Long where the ceremony took place
After a eulogistic description of the chris ¬

tening party T P continues
And now hero was the conundrum of

the day The father of little Camille for
so was the Infant christened is Itnli in
and Count til nghinl his mother an
American Mme Russell As he was born
at sea on a Germin vessel which landed
him at Cherbourg In France what Is his
mitlonalilv

riie answer is so simple that It will
occur to anjbody At least It was the
answer given by one of Mme Ellts
frknds anil guests lie Is nn Irishman
of course

The Austrian ifiovirnment hns deter-
mined

¬

to tnit carrier pigeons belonging
to another Power as spies It Is allegid
tint plgtons can be so marked by the
senders as to convey a message without
carrjlng anv note under the wings In the
usual way German military authorities
have been practlelng wltn pigeons in a
way complained of by the Austrian au ¬

thorities by letting them loose from Aus-
trian

¬

terrltorj and marking them with
sreret signs known only to the German
mllltarj authorities

The question of submarine transit of
the channel is occupying the minds of
Inventors In France

M Goubet Inventor of a submarine
lat has made a perfect model of a p is
senger boat twenty live meters long to
run by eleetriclty on n steel wire cable at
a uniform depth of fifteen meters Pas ¬

sengers can be carried in saloon compart-
ments

¬

with electric light and cverj-- con-
venience

¬

The psssasc would be as easy
as a raliroau wnn no wuratlon

Perfect nretj is ensured by an iron
weight which in rase of need enn be
droprtd nnd the b at will rise f the sur-
face

¬

The estimated speed Is twenty
knots Cupital is the only thing required
sns tle inventor

OUR WAR COMMUNICATION

Tlip OiirrnfloiiN of the SIt nill Corps
bi r ler- - in tin-- Plelil

Tlie relation of scientific electricity to
modern warfare Is the subject of the an-
nual

¬

report of Brig Gen A W Oretlv
Chief Signal Officer of the Army which
has been made public bi the S cretary of
War A recapitulation of the work done
by this branch of tho service in Cuba
China Porto Rico and the Philippines
forms an Interesting feature or the report
as showing the relations of the signal
service with the progress of the American
army during not only tho past vear
but In fact since the beginning of hostili-
ties

¬

In 1S98

General Greely states that the work of
the corps has steadily Increased Great
demands for Signal Corps men In the
Far East have resulted In a reduction of
tho force In this country and civilians
have frequently been used by the army
A brief statement Is made of tho work
of the corps in China and It Is com-

mented
¬

upon that the American nrmy
which went into Peking carried with it
the first telegraph line of the allied forces

The British army furnished many requi ¬

site supplies for the use of the corps In
establishing the line between Peking and
Taku The United States military tele-
graph

¬

line was operated from Taku forts
to Peking from August 1W0 to March 15

191 nt which time the line was sold for
J17j and the proceeds converted Into the
treasury

The telegraph line operated in Cuba
consists of 341S miles an increase of 1S2

miles over the previous year General
Greely says that the Cuban telegraph
system compares favorably with that of
the United States

The report gives to Major William A
Glassford tho credit for the reconstruc-
tion

¬

of the Porto Rlcan telegraph lines
after they were destroyed by the cyclone
of August 8 1S09 The military tfclrrp
system in the island says General Greey
has been maintained operated repaired
and recorstructid without entailing a
dollar of expense to the treasury of Porto
Rico Moneys received from commercial
messages from May 1 1W0 to February
1 1501 were turned Into the United States
Treasury as is required bj law in the
case of commercial receipts of the mil-
itary

¬

telegraph lines in the United States
General Greely devctes considerable

space to a consideration of the proposed
trans Pacific cable upon which question
hesavs

In connection with the proposed American-

-Pacific cable recommended by the
President for the favorable consideration
of Congress the Chief Signal Officer In-

vites
¬

attention to the fact that the sub
jict of the rights privileges and immu-
nities

¬

of submarine cable property In time
of war was brought to notice during the
Spanish American war and should prop-
erly

¬

be a matter of consideration for an
international cable conference Such a
conference for the protection of subma-
rine

¬

cables was held Oit Paris in ISSt and
Its proccedlrgs transmitted to Congress
bi the President on January 9 18S3 were
subscribed to by the United States and
by twenty five other principal nations of
the world

Article XV of this conference how-
ever

¬

specially states that the stipula-
tions

¬

of this convention shall in nowisu
aflect the liberty of belligerents which
leaves cables In time of war without ade¬
quate regulations to meet the complicated
conditions

In view of the present enormous ex-
tension

¬

of submarine cabls aggregating
In the British Emple alone the value of

0oW0W such a conference could prop-
erly

¬

consider other international cable
matters A standard international cable
code could replace numberless codes now
in use A single code corstructed on sci-
entific

¬

lines would materially increase the
working capacity and efficiency of sub ¬

marine cables It should avoid words lia-
ble

¬

to telegraphic errors whether trans-
mitted

¬
bv the Euronean or American al

phabet and those which badly transcrlb- -
of thecode speed

messages could be increased from 20 to
30 per cent with equal or Improved legi-
bility

¬

The United States and its remote colo
be by a Pacific

am
nnall

nJ dUlU
Wltll nnd Tonkin -

Chinese Empire The Philippine Islandsare now onlv accessible teletrranhlcallv
over a short cable of about Mi miles of
the Eastern Extension Company between

and Hongkong The experiences
of the War Department in connection
with the relief of the legation at Pekin
show clcarlj the disadvan-
tage

¬

under which the United States would
labor without Its own cable facilities la
case of an extended war in the East

An American trans Pacific cable is amilitary and commercial necessity If
American Interests are to be
ftl AdllA Inn C71 lt I M nHuv I LglUllS UUL11 1 VUUIC Willie
of great value militarily will especially
foster Industrial Interests and facilitate
commercial operations As it is olHclallj
known that an American can ooc-
enter Japan from the east and from
Russia China cor the Philippines theonly route is that already rec ¬

ommended to Congress by the President
via Hawaii Guam In connection
with cable operations in Cuba and the
Philippines the Signal Corps hss hadpractical experience in the construction
installation nnd operation of cables such
as has never been enjojed bj-- any other
body of ofiicirs und men outside of tho
few experts of the great cable corpora ¬

tions of the world

The Journey of lite OreKon
To tise Editor cp The Tints in your

evening edition todaj you saj- -

About the only reason thus far given br Sec¬
retary Long for rewarding and honoring Crown-
lnshlcld

¬

with the command of the Kuropean
Squadron U that to the present head of the
Bureau of 2tangation belongs the credit of bring ¬

ing the Ortgon from the Pacific Coast and mak ¬
ing her a part of the fleet operating in Cuban
uatcrs Cronninshield is eaid to hate suz
Kested it To a ho man it seems like a per-
fectly

¬

natural surgstion Vfter the destruction
of the Spanish fleet at Manila the great battle
eiiip ua1 not needed in the 1aciSc and sh uas
needed on the Uluitic side The thought of
having her make the pa vahe around Cape Horn
wad ail well enough but it was hardly service
uhlrh calls for the recognition that l to be be ¬

stowed

If jou will spare a few moments for re-
search

¬

jou m i be Jolted by the discov-cr- j-

that the Oregon began her vojage on
March 17 Just sev ntj--tl- dajs before
the destruction of the Spanish fleet at
Manila D B WOOZT

Washington Oct 2S

The statement in The Evening Times
to whicli our correspondent objects and
propcrlj- - objects based upon a seml
olllelal Secretarj- - Long
which appeared in the evening papers of
tho iGth as

Regarding the rtiwrted friction between Itear
Vdinlral dneld and Sir Itoostvelt Secre¬

tarj Long said
Whin the war with Spain broke out the

Oregon wait at Fan Iancisco When the battle
of Manila occurred resulting in a complete vic ¬

tory there vtu no work for the vessel to do in
the Pacific and itear dimral Crownlnslmld sug
KCntcd tluit the Oregon snould be sent around
10 join the fleet in the VWet Indies President
Itooscitlt thru VoUtaut Sccritay of the ivy
ngrei d at enre that the idea was an excellent one
ami the project was earned out how

knows

hile it Is a strange thing that the Sec-
ret

¬

iry of the Navj should make so gross
a mistake discussing the movements of
one cf his warships The Times does not
offer it as an excuse for Its own blunder
It should have verified the statement as
It has been compelled to verify manv
others emanating fiom the Navj

during the pnst four jears and it
deeply regrets that It did not do so Tho
faets arc that the Oregon left Sin rran
elsco on March I KW nnd reached Key
West on Mi 23 The Battle of Manila
took place on May 11

One ItiiiTiiuteM Power
Irorn the ew Vork World

Thi m st pn sale account of J Pierpont
Morgans trip ncros the continent rtads
UK a fairy tale It was not a record
lrenkcr- - there were too man stops Bjt
the power of 11 financial was
minted when the traffic of a gicat railway
inc wus hwltclud through a cut off
l it so thnt he might sleep undisturbed

and the -- peed of the mocrn eng n
shown In charging him 227 rwts In

MASS MEETING IN BALTIMORE

tttorney tieucral Itnj ncr Unnlilr to
nt vi n

The largest Democratic meeting that
will be held in Maryland during tljp pres
ent campaign taKes place at Music Hall
In Baltimore tonight Attorney General
Isldor Rajner was to address the
meeting but was compelled to decline on
account of his duties at the Schley Court
of Enquiry and the work he is obliged to
do at night In abstracting the case for
the nrgument next week

It Is understood that Murray Vandlver
Chairman of the State Central Democratic
Committee of Maryland telegraphed Mr
Rajner jesterdaj- - asking whether he
vould not send on a letter to be read by
Birnard Carter who will preside at the
meeting endorsing the Democratic ticket
It Is also understood that Mr Rayner
has written such a letter endorsing the
ticket Senator Gormans candidacy
for the United States Senate

As It is well known that Mr Rayner
has not entirely agreed with Mr Gorman
In the past In reference to party man ¬

agement Maryland dur-
ing

¬

tho Cleveland Administration Mr
Rayner being a warm friend and adherent
of ex President Cleveland he was asked
last night at the New Wlllard whether
this report which had gained credence In
Wahlngton was true Mr Rajner salJ

Had I been able to do so I certainly
would have spoken nt the meeting Iam heartily in favor of the Democratic
ticket In Maryland as I have always
been I think that our nominations are
excellent end believe the ticket will win

So far as Mr Gorman is concerned ofcourse I do not know whether he Is acanuidate for tho United States Senateor not It lool s to me however hs Iftho Democratic party In Maryland la al-
most

¬

a unit for his return He has servedhis State well in the Senate and I am
strongly In favor of a Democratic Sen-
ator

¬

And It Mr Gorman Is the choieo
of the party as he appears to be would
be glad to see him in the Senate andrave so expressed myself In a letter to
the chairman of the committee

At the meeting tonight at Music Hall
Mr Bemore Carter one of the leaders of
the bar will preside and
Arthur P Gorman and Gov John Walters
Smith will speak

HAWAIIANS FAVOR WILCOX

Home Holers AVnnt Iflm nx Covernor
in Place of Hole

HONOLULU Oct 22 via San Franci3co
Oct 23 At a large meeting of the Ex-
ecutive

¬

Committee of the Homo Rule
party Robert W Wilcox present Dele ¬

gate to Congress was the unanimous
choice of the partj- - for next Governor of
Hawaii There were fiftj--tw- o out of sixty--

five members of the committee pres ¬

ent and three other names were canvass-
ed

¬

None was received with any favor
except that of t ax Resolutions were
adopted and will be forwarded to Presi ¬

dent Roosevelt The Home Rulers favor
F W Beckley as Delegate to Congress
in place of Wilcox

The Heme Rulers comprise all the na-
tives

¬

and many of the half breeds
they easily outnumber all

other parties combined and If they stand
together they can elect anyone they nom-
inate

¬

Wilcox is their ideal and they
desire to havo the President remove Dole
and appoint Wlcox Governor

W BOUEKE COCXHAN HUBT
ThrovTii From HI Horse Vear IIU

Home on Lons Island
NEW YORK Oct 23 W Bourke Cock

ran was thrown from a horse while riding
near his home at Port Washington L I
shortly before 5 oclock this afternoon
He had started out on his favorite horse
at 3 30 oclock It is not known exactly
where he went but when on his way
home the animal became frightened at
SOme Obieet in the rrarl Sn a arvrno

a distance noticed the actionssuitable words the of cenle horse saw the rider fall heavily to
me grouna inej- - ran up ana round airCockran unconscious in the road A

was improvised and the
to his homeInjured man wasnies should connected sub- - a tedneeJ- - cramnle1 V the werePsuCrnrnone

HI nH stored to It was
bon fj of

necteu Janan nml tn vj

Manila

tremendous

cable
rot

possible

and

a

was
by

Inst follows

lYownin

aucceifull
everyone

In

magnate

minutes

Spenk

Invited

and

in and especially

I

Maryland

and

stretcher hastily
carried

one who knew and he is in no condition
to answer questions

Several phjsicians

consciousness
rnefoThenVulon

safeguarded

announcement

DEMORALIZED BY THE WAR

Business AIoiik the Const of Colom-
bia

¬

SulTerlnp Severelj
NEW ORLEANS Oct 29 Passengers

from Bocas del Toro report business on
the coast of Colombia completely demor¬

alized bj-- the revolution Martial law pre-
vails

¬

in Bocas and no one is allowod to
enter the town unless he can give ait ex
planation

There arc about 5000 revolutionists be ¬

tween Bocas and Colon awaiting an oppor-tunlt- j-

to capture the seaports They have
made no attempt to interfere wifx the
traffic of the Panama Railroad although
thej-- could do so If thej wished Public
sjmpathj in the isthmus Jt is declared
Is vlth the revolutionists The latter
entertain the hope that the United States
will intervene in some way

The Government has hard work to keep
up its forces and has not nlj-- resrrted
to conscription but has taken some of
the revolutionist prisoners Into Its ranks

Even with these additions more than
one third of the Government forces on
the Isthmus are bojs of from twelve to
fifteen jears old Gen H O Jeffreys of
Virginia U S Is directing the mov ement
of the Government forces on the Isthmus

ConurresN nnd the nv
From the Plttiburg Dispatch

Apart altogether from what the verdict
of the Schlej-- Court of Enquiry maj- - be
it Is reasonablj- - certain that a Congres-
sional

¬

investigation of the whole matter
will follow The promotion of Crownln-
shlcld

¬

In itself is sure to create com-

ment
¬

in Congress and w ill provide an op-

portunity- for a thorough enquiry Into the
entire case The necessity for this maj
be open to question but Judging from the
attitude of members of Congress It will
be difficult If not impossible to prevent
it It should not however be undertak-
en

¬

unless upon the- most urgent reasons
anil with an assurance of some tangible
result The case of Crownlnshlcld should
be disposed of in a less circuitous manner
when his promotion Is definitely an
nounced

Postponlnic Ilr elproclty
from the Pittsburg Dispatch

There is tn unreadiness upon the part
of Congressional spokesmen to undertake
the responsibility of teopcnlng the whole
protection cimtroversj The idea seems
to be an amplification of Senator Mauras
Ohio battle crj Let well enough alone
At the same time there Is a general recog ¬

nition of the fat that reciprocity as out-
lined

¬

in the last speech of the late Presi ¬

dent muct some day be consllercd Tor
the moment the exigencies of the piesnt
are permitted to brush asde the necessi ¬

ties of the future

The biirplus Question
Ixoin the Chicago Chronicle

The neonle should Insis- - that no sur
plus should be accumulated and that
taxes should be nduced until barely suf-

ficient

¬

to supply the needs of u govern¬

ment economical- - ordered and adminis ¬

tered That is the kernel of the surplus
question

The Hliinrtisnn srnnte
rom the hew ork Tritune

With Mr Jones adding hfc vote to the
Republican column and Mr Teller his
to tho Democratic the Senate again be
tomes bipartisan containing no member
who cannot bo fairly characterized either
is a Republican or as n Democrat

Icttluir AWll nnouirli Vlone
From the Philadelphia Ledger

After due consideration the American
people hive concluded that Senator Han--a- s

udvice to let well enough alone Is
ood onl in the sense tluit lie should be
said b In the canstint search for

Dmethlng better

NO APOLOGY TO MAKE

Aaslntnnt Srcrrtnry Taylors Iteiily
to Coantns Itnssell

Regarding tho trip which Earl Russell
of England It Is reported contemplates
making to this country and his right to
land here under the laws regulating the
Immigration service II A Taylor Assist ¬

ant Secretary of the Treasury yesterday
afternoon gave out the following state-
ment

¬

Assistant Secretary Taylor of theTreasury was somewhat astonished andconsiderably amused last evening to reval0S cablegram from London sign-ed
¬

Mabel Edith Countess Russell withreference to the Earl Rusell case itsoems from the cable message from thecountess that she has received Informa-tion
¬

probably through the London papersthat Assistant Secretary Taylor hadstated that the dlvorco of Earl Russellwas nrODerlv tminte and that mtAof the application for tho divorce had beenserved upon her The countess deniesthat she received any notice except whatsho saw in tho London newspttprs Shosaj s the divorce was a fraud and Invalidand mtys to Mr Taylor to uso her own
words I am entitled to public apology
from you through press

ThU demand indicates that the
countess- - desires the widest publicity in
the matter and rather makes it Incum-
bent

¬
upon Mr Taylor to make public re-

sponse
¬

Mr Taylor declines to make any
apology for he says he never made tho
statement attributed to him Ho knows
nothing about the divorce except from
common rumor He doesn t know what
scrt of notice If any was served upon
the countess but presumes that the no-
tice

¬
provided for by the statutes of the

State where the decree of divorce was
issued was given probably by publication
In the newspapers It Is not the custom
pf the Department to pass upon the eligi ¬
bility of persons seeking admission to the
United States until tho matter Is properly
submitted to it through the immigration
officials at the port where the landing Is
sought

In the case of Earl Russell who It is
reported is intending to come to this
country a letter had been sent from the
Immigration Rureau to several of tho
ports calling the attention of the officials
to the fact that a protest hid been re¬
ceived against his admission and reiSSit
lng the boards of enquiry to take notice
of that fact Upon further consideration
the Department thinking this notice
might be regarded as Instruction to de¬
tain the earl on the ground that he had
been convicted or bigamy In England
rescinded the letter referred to and upon
the advice of the solicitor Informed the
Immigrant officials that unless there were
other reasons for detaining the earl he
should not be debarred The position of
the Department is that the earl having
received a decree of dlvorco recognized
as valid by the laws and courts In this
countrj entirely freeing him from his
former wife and giving him the privi-
lege

¬

of marrying again if he so desired
could not properly be kept out of the
countrj- - for doing what our courts had
declar d he had a perfect right to do

This is the history of the case as far
as It has progressed Assistant Secretary
Taj lor sav s he is glad that the countess
has requeued his statement to bo made
through the press as a roTespondence
by cable would be rather expensive He
declares tbat nothing could be further
from his intention than to Injure the al
readj lacerated feelings of the Irate
Mabel Edith Countess Russell and

therefore he avails himself of the medium
which she names of Indignant j-- repudiat ¬

ing the words which somo meddlesome
or malicious Informant has put into his
mouth

The following Is a copy of the cable
message referred to above

Taylor Assistant Secretary Treas-
ury

¬

Washington
Stattment made by you regarding

divorce granted Earl Russell America
entirely untrue No papers were served
on mo My first notice came through
London papers Divorce was obtained
bj-- fraud Was proved by Judge Curl-
er

¬

Lords I am entitled public apology
from jou through press
MABEL EDITH COUNTESS RUS-

SELL
¬

INSPECT THE OBSERVATORY

The Board of Visitors Preparing nn
Annnnl Report

The board of visitors to the United
States Naval Observatory convened In
this city at the Arlington Hotel jesterday
for the purpose of preparing recommen-
dations

¬

to be presented to the Secretary
of the Navy Yesterday afternoon after
a short opening session the board went
upon a tour of Inspection to the Naval
Observatory buildings and grounds The
board will remain In session fcr several
cays and It will be some time before their
report is submitted to the Secretary of
the Navy

The members composing the board are
Prof C A Young of Princeton Presi ¬

dent Prof Armond Stpne University of
lrginia Secretary Prof W R Harper

University of Chicago Prof E C Pick-
ering

¬

of Harvard University Prof C
F Chomblerv Columbia University New
Vnrk- nnd Pro Asanh Hall Ann Ar
bor Univcrsltv Michigan All the members
or tne board are present wttn me ex ¬
ception of Prof Harper who Is unavold-abl- j-

detained In Chicago

WESTERN NATIONAL PARKS

Cnpt I C tndreivs Xteportw on Two
Government Reservations

The annual report of Capt L C An-
drews

¬

of the Fifteenth United States
Cavalrv Acting Superintendent of the Se-

quoia
¬

and General Grant national parks
In California to the Secretarj- - of the In¬

terior was mado public yesterday
As la the case of all large Western

Government reservations Captain An ¬

drews has under his command to assist
in protecting the two parks from the rav ¬

ages of squatters and poachers several
troops of the Fifteenth United States
Cavalry which body of troops accord-
ing

¬

to his statement has rendered excel-

lent
¬

service during the past year A de-

tailed
¬

account of the repairs made In the
Sequoia Park is given accompanied by
a statement of its general condition at
present Captain Andrews pajs especial
attention to the General Grant reserva-
tion saing

I regret that the Department has not
been able to send a representative here
this season to go over the ground with
me before I submitted this report That
the future Dolicy of the park might be
clearly understood and a scheme of de¬

velopment adopted I have In this report
placid broader recommendations as re¬

gards thi park in particular
If it is the design only to preserve the

gant forest I would drop all those south ¬

ern portons containing nothing to justify
the name of park and confine attention
to the forest proper completing the Giant
Forest Road and standing on that--

If on the other hand it is desired to
combine the wonders of nature In this
section into a national park 10 be In the
same class with the Yellowstone and Yo
semite this too can be done The caa
ons and mountains ore here as grand
rlnps as any in the world Within

distance of the giant forest Is a
eintrnl feature ard separated only by a
rutrged picturesque countrj- - of no in ¬

dustrial value but as a reservoir for val-
ley

¬

inigation are the Kings River and
Hern lttver canvons reported to be the
deepest in the United States and Mount

V hltney the highest mountain
HS will require the personal exposi ¬

tion In Washington of some representa
ve man or committee of men whr have- st investigated the whole situation here

m the ground and digested a complete
an of development and in my Judgment

ihe natural features here more than Jus ¬

tify the Department In taking such a
course

ItiilliiK for n Inll
vrrom the Philadelphia Record

The treat of reciprocity with Argentina
prov Ides for a 20 per cent reduction la our
tariff on Argentine wool Such a reduc-
tion

¬

would still leave a tix of 100 per cent
ad valorem and jet In deference to pro-

tective
¬

outcry it is proposed to abandon
the reciprocity treaty with Arsentina It
is evident the ultra protectionists are rid ¬

ing for n fall

A Perninnen r urenn
From the Chicago Record Herald

The Census Bureau should be taken out
if the hands of he politicians nnd should
ue made a permanent bureau of the Gov
t rnment Under the classified service the
nformation it gathered would have the
aluc that attaches to any other statis ¬

tics collated u experts whose nppolnt
nents are governed by merit and quilltl
atlon


